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Members Present:  Lindsay Portnoy, President  

Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee – arrived at 6:14 pm 
Joseph Marra, Trustee  

    MaryRose Joseph, Trustee  
     Chadwick Olsen, Trustee 
  
Members Absent:   Michael D’Anna, Trustee  
 
                                   
This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 
emergency.  Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person 
attendance will not be permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Mr. Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business; 
Mr. Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources & Student Services. 

 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss particular student matters and the 
employment history of particular persons.  
 

MOVED Chadwick Olsen SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 5-0 TIME 6:03 pm 
 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION: 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 6-0 TIME 6:50 pm 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business; 
Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources & Student Services; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Kevin 
Guidotti, Director of Learning; Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Nancy Corrado, District Clerk; 
members of the staff and community and media.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:03 pm.   

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS:  None 

 
6. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 

A. Schools’ Success Plans – Presenting the district and schools’ success plans is done annually.  Each administrator 
discussed one element of each plan.  Kevin Guidotti began the discussion with the district plan focusing on professional 
learning.  Katie Winter discussed the Primrose plan focusing on professional learning on the integration of tech 
resources.   Liz Turner discussed the SIS plan also focusing on professional learning on the integration of tech 
resources.  Jeff Getman discussed the SMS plan focusing on the implementation of the IB MYP program and the 
conceptual professional learning.  Mark Bayer discussed the SHS plan focusing on work focusing on equity and 
combating racism and all forms of discrimination.  

 
B. Recognition of Reentry Coalition – Dr. Blanch thanked the members of the Reentry Coalition.  A lot of people shared 

their time and their expertise, their collective efforts and energy.  Dr. Portnoy thanked Dr. Blanch, has not seen another 
district who has represented all the stakeholders and has invited everyone to be a part of this, as Somers has done.  Dr. 
Portnoy credited Dr. Blanch for making this happen.   

 
 
 



Minutes of  
October 13, 2020 Special Meeting/Workshop                                    Via Zoom Video-Conference 
 

 2 

7. BOARD ACTION 
A. Personnel 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby approves 
the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 6-0 
 
Dr. Blanch recognized Ken Crowley as Mr. Crowley retires from the district, and recognized Chris Platania being 
recommended as the new Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations.  Congratulations to Chris and thanks to 
Ken for his support of the district.   

 
B. Business 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby approves 
the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 

Ken Crowley discussed the agenda items. 
 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL –  None 

 
9. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS:   Trustee Chadwick Olsen shared comments that he’s impressed with what our 

district professionals do and how much they care, and reminded everyone that flu season is upon us, encouraged all to get 
a flu shot.  Trustee Ifay Chang commented on the importance of student voices and helping one another.  Trustee MaryRose 
Joseph commented on the opening and reopening of school in a pandemic and thanked Dr. Blanch for leading the district 
moving forward in academic areas even with all the COVID distractions.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri shared recent 
conversations she’s had recently with family members, some of which are teachers, and they shared how difficult and 
challenging it’s been.  Mrs. Cambareri shared her immense appreciation for the work our teachers, admins and staff are 
doing.  Mrs. Cambareri also mentioned the anti-racism statement the Board had begun earlier in the spring.  Trustee Joseph 
Marra commented on the anti-racism document and shared the Board has not been able to agree on the language.  
Discussion took place.  Dr. Portnoy suggested this is a conversation for another time.   
 

10. SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS:   Dr. Blanch informed the Board the district is looking into an energy 
performance contract to replace aging equipment, allowing for solar panels, doing better with our energy, and taking our 
savings to invest in new equipment.  Will have someone coming in next couple of weeks with information so that the Board 
can determine if this is a good step for us to take.   Dr. Blanch also commended the amazing faculty, admins and staff for 
making the current learning experience the best they can for our students.  Dr. Blanch talked about making the ½ day before 
Thanksgiving an eLearning day for all students.       
   

11. ADJOURNMENT: 
RESOLVED, that this Special Meeting/Workshop of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 TIME 9:11 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 


	A. Personnel
	B. Business

